
CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 

Monday, September 27, 2021 

 

A regular meeting of the Dowagiac City Council was called to order by Mayor Don Lyons at 

7:00 pm. 

 

ROLL CALL— 

 

6 members present: Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin, Councilmembers Dodd, Gross, Lucas, 

Bakeman and Schuur. Also present City Manager Anderson and City Clerk Patty Patano. 

 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING – September 13, 2021 

 

Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin offered and moved the adoption of the minutes; seconded by 

Councilmember Danielle Lucas. 

 

QUESTIONS FROM CITY COUNCIL— 

 

Patrick Bakeman:  The stripping done on Division and Front St. looks awful.  Kevin indicated 

that it was a State project and he will contact them. 

Leon Laylin:  Corner of Commercial and Michigan near the monument needs a yellow curb; it is 

obvious people keep running into it; Kevin will look into it. 

James Dodd:  Tree broke off; Kevin is already look into having tree work done on a contract and 

is looking into a bid. 

Mayor:  Orchard St., tree trimmers left logs.  

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (NON-AGENDA) 

 

None 

 

COMMENTS FROM THE AUDIENCE (AGENDA) 

 

None 

 

COMMUNICATIONS— 

 

1. Event Request – Homecoming Parade 

 

Councilmember Patrick Bakeman offered and moved approval of the event; seconded by 

Councilmember Randy Gross. 

 

 

 

 

 



PUBLIC HEARING – 

 

1. A Public Hearing will be held regarding a report from the City’s Building Official 

relating to the condition of the property at 403 W. Telegraph Street (Tax ID 14-160-

200-438-00). 

 

Steve Lutz is owner of property to the West; house was a problem before it burned 

down.  He supports taking it down. 

 

RESOLUTIONS— 

 

1. Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following 

resolution; seconded by Councilmember James Dodd. 

 

WHEREAS, the Dowagiac City Council has heretofore adopted its resolution scheduling a 

public hearing on the necessity of abatement of dangerous structures constituting a public 

nuisance within the meaning of Sections 38.42 et seq, of the Dowagiac City Code, which 

structures are described as: 

 

 403 W TELEGRAPH ST 

 Tax #14-160-200-438-00 

 Described as follows:  . DW 935 N ½ L0T 175 

     PATRICK HAMILTON’S 3RD ADD 

     CITY OF DOWAGIAC. 

 

WHEREAS, due notice of public hearing to consider the condemnation thereof has heretofore 

been given in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 66, Section 66.7 of the Dowagiac 

City Code, both by publication and by mailing to each owner or person in interst in said property 

as shown by the last general tax assessment roll of the City, at least ten full days prior to the date 

of the said hearing; and; 

 

WHEREAS, said hearing has been conducted and comments thereon received, and 

 

WHEREAS, the Dowagiac City Council, upon due consideration and deliberation, determines 

that condemnation of certain structures situated at 403 W TELEGRAPH ST, City of Dowagiac, 

in necessary due to the deteriorated and/damaged condition and the inability of the structures to 

economically rehabilitated, and such action must be taken in order to properly and adequately 

safeguard the public interest, and; 

 

WHEREAS, this Council does further determine that the whole of the cost of the repairs, 

improvements and/or demolition of the structures attached hereto and incorporated herein by 

reference shall be defrayed by use of the withholding funds, under PA 495, of 1980 upon the 

property hereinabove described in the event that said improvements and/or demolition shall not 

be made by the owner thereof within the time limits herein below proscribed. 

 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Dowagiac by 

the affirmative vote of its Council does hereby determine that certain structures situated upon the 

properties hereinabove described constitutes a public nuisance as defined by Chapter 38, 

Sections 38.71 (13) and 38.41 of the Dowagiac City Code justifying abatement by the City 

pursuant to the powers granted in Chapter 12 of the Dowagiac city Code. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said premises by and hereby is determined to contain the 

following violations: 

 

 (  ) Building   (  ) Electrical 

 (  ) Plumbing   (  ) Heating 

 (  ) Housing   (x) Fire 

 (  ) Other 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said nuisances be abated, and that the owner of said 

premises, to-wit: BRIMITE, JAMILA & WILLIAM, be and hereby is directed to demolish 

said nuisance by commencement of actions necessary to accomplish same within 5 days from 

the date of this resolution, and that said acts be completed, and said nuisances abated, no later 

than 15 days from the date of this resolution. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that if, upon the commencement date herein provided, 

abatement has not been commenced or if, upon the completion date, such conditions constituting 

a nuisance have not been abated, the City Manager is directed to cause the abatement of such 

conditions and nuisances by: 

 

 (  x  ) Demolition 

 (     ) Correction of the above-listed Code violations. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that any costs incurred in the abatement of such conditions and 

nuisances are to be recovered through use of the withholding funds deposited with the City of 3-

22-2021, issued under Public Act 495, 1980. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED the City Manager be and hereby is directed to solicit and 

receive estimates of the costs and expenses associated with the abatement of said nuisances as 

hereinabove set forth and that such estimates shall be deposited with the City Clerk for 

examination in accordance with the requirements of Chapter 66 of the Dowagiac City Code. 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Clerk be and hereby is directed to forthwith send 

by certified mail, return receipt request, a copy of the resolution to the last known address of the 

property owner, or any person having an interest in said properties, as shown by the last general 

tax assessment roll of the city, together with copies of the Code Enforcement Report forms 

submitted in this matter. 

 

ADOPTED 

Patty Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 



 

 

________________________________  _________________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk    Date 

 

Councilmember Randy Gross offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution; 

seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin. 

 

WHEREAS, Section 7.7 of the Dowagiac City Charter sets forth the duties of the City 

Manager, and; 

WHEREAS,  the City Manager shall see that all laws, ordinances, rules and regulations adopted 

by the City Council and provisions of the Charter are properly enforced, and; 

WHEREAS, the City Manager shall recommend to the Council for consideration such 

measures as he may deem necessary and expedient, and; 

WHEREAS, the City Manager recommends to Council the approval of an annual fiscal year 

adjustment of 2.5% to the Classification and Compensation System as attached 

hereto, and; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative vote 

of its City Council, does hereby approve and adopt the annual fiscal year 

adjustment of 2.5% to the Classification and Compensation System attached 

hereto effective October 1, 2021. 

ADOPTED 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

 

____________________________________ __________________________ 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk    Date 

 
 
3. Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the resolution; seconded by     
Councilmember Danielle Lucas. 
 

WHEREAS, the City administration has reviewed the budgets for the 2020-21 fiscal year 

and the actual revenues and expenditures for the beginning of 2020-21 fiscal 

year; and 

 
WHEREAS, staffing changes in the accounting area have caused delays and the need for 

City to contract with an outside accounting firm, Jansen Valk Thompson 



Reahm, PC (JVTR), to provide the workload necessary to close out the books 

for 2020-2021 fiscal year; and 

 
WHEREAS, City administration recommends authorizing the City Manager, after consultation 

with the accounting professionals of JVTR, to make appropriate budget revisions 

consistent with projects and operational changes previously authorized by 

Council,  

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City of Dowagiac, by the affirmative 

vote of its City Council, does hereby authorize the City Manager, after 

consultation with the accounting professionals of JVTR,  to make appropriate 

budget revisions consistent with projects and operational changes previously 

authorized by Council. Examples of budget adjustments include, but are not 

limited to property purchases (i.e., Pennsylvania Parking Lot, Lincoln School, 

and tax foreclosures), sale of properties (i.e. , a portion of the former Zeke’s 

property, industrial park land sale), capital projects (i.e., former ICG property 

conversion to parking lot, Beckwith Park, Paul Street Sidewalk, Poplar Street 

substation, bodycam upgrade for police, Walter Ward basketball court), and 

operational changes/contracts (i.e., Electric Utility maintenance agreement 

with MEC, changes from sick leave policy to paid time off policy) 

 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that budget amendments shall be authorized by the City 

Manager no later than September 30, 2021 and reported to City Council no by 

October 8, 2021. 
 
 
ADOPTED 

 

 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

4.  
  

      

Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution;                                                 

seconded by Councilmember James Dodd. 

 

         

        

       
 

       
 

   

Payroll 

09/24/21 
$102,317.10  

 

  

   Bill Sheet  $932,777.78  
  

WHEREAS,  the following information has been reviewed by the City Manager and City 

 Treasurer and is being presented to City Council with a recommendation to  approve 

the following invoices and payroll. 



    $1,035,094.88    

        
 

         

        

        

  BILLS  PAYROLL  TOTAL  

  $932,777.78  $102,317.10   $1,035,094.88  

        
 

         

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        
 

COMMENTS FROM CITY OFFICIALS— 

 

Bob Schuur:  Cemetery Board held a meeting 

Randy Gross:  Museum Event was wildly successful; congratulations to Steve Arseneau. 

Danielle Lucas:  The Diversity Training held by the City was excellent 

Patrick Bakeman:  Looks forward to house on Telegraph being taken care of 

 

RESOLUTIONS (Continued) 

 

 

5. Councilmember Bob Schuur offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution to 

Closed Session; seconded by Councilmember James Dodd. 

WHEREAS, the Michigan Open Meetings Law, Public Act 267 of the Public Acts of 1976 as 

amended, provides that public bodies may meet in closed session for the purpose 

of discussing real estate transactions; and 

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council desire to meet with the City Attorney and City 

Manager to discuss potential real estate transactions,  

BE IT RESOLVED that the City Manager and City Treasurer are hereby authorized and 

directed to pay the following bills and payroll due: 

ADOPTED on a roll call vote. 
  
Ayes:  6   
Nays:  0    
Absent: 0 
Abstain: 0 
  
Patricia Patano, City Clerk 
Certified to be a true and correct copy 
____________________________ ________________ 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk  Date 



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Dowagiac City Council will hereby 

adjourn to closed session to discuss potential real estate transactions. 

ADOPTED  7:16 p.m. 

 

Patricia Patano, City Clerk 

Certified to be a true and correct copy 

 

_____________________________     ________________________ 

City Clerk, Dowagiac, MI        Date  

 

ADJOURNMENT— 

 

Councilmember James Dodd offered and moved the adoption of the following resolution to 

adjourn Closed Session; seconded by Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin. 

 

7:40 p.m. 

 

Councilmember James Dodd offered and moved adjournment of the meeting; seconded by 

Mayor Pro-Tem Leon Laylin. 

 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________ 

Don Lyons, Mayor     Date 

 

 

_________________________________  _________________________ 

Patty Patano, City Clerk    Date 

 

 

 

 


